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	Research Grant Opportunity 

in Kosovo

for U.S. Faculty


	Funded by the Kosovo American Education Fund and Administered by American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS
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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
Shortly after establishment of the United Nations Mission in Kosovo in 1999, USAID created the Kosovo Business Finance Fund (KBFF) to foster economic development and growth in Kosovo. This fund was used to establish the American Bank of Kosovo, a commercial bank that in the following years built up a loan portfolio and a successful level of deposits. The sale of these assets enabled the creation of the Kosovo American Education Fund (KAEF). In open competition, American Councils for International Education was awarded administration of this endowment in April 2004.

Currently, the KAEF Fund supports the KAEF Graduate Fellowship Program, the kaef-online.org website, and research by American scholars that pertains to the economic development of Kosovo. American Councils, through the Kosovo American Education Fund, will provide full funding for independent research in Kosovo during the summer of 2010 for a period of one to four months.  Professors in business, economics, and finance are eligible for the KAEF Research Grant. The KAEF Research Grant provides funding for a U.S. professor to undertake research on a subject directly related to Kosovo, in an area addressing the policy and institutional climate for investment and private sector growth. The recipient of the KAEF Research Grant will also take part in a conference in Prishtina to disseminate their findings. 
	APPLICATION DEADLINE

	Spring or Summer Program:


March 31, 2010



GENERAL PROVISIONS

While a wide-range of topics receive support each year, all funded research must contribute to a body of knowledge enabling the U.S. to better understand the business sector in Kosovo and formulate more effective policies within it. All applicants petitioning for KAEF Research Grant support will be asked to clearly address in writing the policy-relevance of their work, be it in business, economics, finance, or some other field.
Typical awards provide roundtrip international airfare from the recipient's home city, a monthly stipend, medical insurance, housing, and logistical support in the field. The competition for funding is open and merit-based. Scholars must conduct research for at least one month in the field.  The maximum duration of the grant is four months.

All applications will receive consideration without regard to race, color, religion, sex, ethnic origin, national origin, creed, citizenship, age, height, weight, parental status or veteran status, physical or mental disabilities, handicapping condition, matriculation, or political affiliation.

SUBMISSION OF APPLICATIONS

Please submit your application packet electronically or provide originals and one photocopy (in the following order): application form, research proposal and bibliography, policy-relevance essay, and curriculum vitae.  All materials must be postmarked or received electronically by the deadline date. Applicants should retain a copy of the application for their records, as no applications will be returned after the end of the competition.

American Councils reserves the right to verify all of the information indicated in the application.  In the event that there is a discrepancy, or information is found to be false, the application will immediately be declared invalid and the applicant ineligible.

	ADDRESS FOR SUBMITTING APPLICATIONS:
KAEF Research Grant

American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS

1776 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Suite 700

Washington, D.C. 20036

(202) 833-7522




APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS AND INFORMATION
Please read all instructions and information carefully before completing this application. 

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

FORMS: Please complete this application form in MS Word. All sections of the application must be completed; incomplete applications will not be considered. Submit electronically or provide an original hard copy and one photocopy (according to the order listed below).

Submit the application packet in the following order:
	1. COMPLETED APPLICATION FORM:  All sections of the application must be completed; incomplete applications will not be considered.

2. RESEARCH PROPOSAL: Only proposals for policy-relevant research will be considered. All proposals must be typed or printed in English and must be three (3) to five (5) pages (double-spaced/ 11 or 12 pt. type). A bibliography should be attached to the proposal.
The most important part of this application is the description of your proposed research. In your proposal, you should:
· State your hypothesis concisely and completely.

· Describe your research objectives and how you plan to achieve them in Kosovo.

· Describe research work you have already conducted in this area and how it is related to the research you plan to undertake in Kosovo.

· Describe how you will use this research for the benefit of your field, and how this relates to policy.

· Describe how you will share this research with colleagues.

· Cite published research on your topic and colleagues whose research is in the same area.

· Indicate important Kosovar colleagues, archives, libraries, and other resources you propose to utilize while in Kosovo.

· Clearly outline materials you need for your research that are not available in the United States.

· Attach a bibliography.

3. DISCUSSION OF POLICY RELEVANCE: In addition to (and separate from) your research proposal, please write a one- to two-page essay (double spaced, 11 or 12 pt. type) discussing the policy-relevance of your research. American Councils must be able to provide cogent explanations of the policy relevance of all KAEF-supported projects. Please describe in detail the ways in which your work serves U.S. national interests and contributes to a body of knowledge that will assist U.S. analysts and decision-makers in developing more effective policies in the region.
4. CURRICULUM VITAE: Please include a copy of your curriculum vitae or resume.  

5. PASSPORT: Please submit one clear photocopy or electronic scan of the interior page of your passport, clearly showing photograph, passport number, and expiration date. The passport must be valid for at least eighteen months from the start of your proposed travel to Kosovo. If your passport will expire before then, you should apply for a new one immediately and contact the American Councils office. 

APPLICATION CHECKLIST:  Please review the checklist at the end of the application and submit it with your application. 

MEDICAL FORMS AND REQUIREMENTS: Medical forms are not required for application to the program. However, all final awards are contingent upon receipt of medical evaluation forms completed by the applicant's physician. American Councils will provide these forms to finalists with award letters. Forms must be returned to American Councils within three weeks of receipt. Failure to return these forms may result in the withdrawal of the fellowship award.




APPLICATION INFORMATION

NOTIFICATION: All applicants will be notified of the results approximately 3 weeks after the application deadline.
PROGRAM FUNDING: Shortly after establishment of the United Nations Mission in Kosovo in 1999, USAID created the Kosovo Business Finance Fund (KBFF) to foster economic development and growth in Kosovo. This fund was used to establish the American Bank of Kosovo, a commercial bank that in the following years built up a loan portfolio and a successful level of deposits. The sale of these assets enabled the creation of the Kosovo American Education Fund (KAEF). In open competition, American Councils for International Education was awarded administration of this endowment in April 2004. 

SELECTION: All applications are reviewed by outside readers with expertise in the applicant's specific research field. Written comments from these evaluators, along with all application materials, are then reviewed by a final, independent selection committee.  Criteria used to evaluate applications include (but are not limited to): 

· Relevance of research to U.S. policy makers and KAEF goals 

· Potential of proposed research to provide new insights into the region and/or discipline

· Project focus and degree to which timelines for completion of research are realistic 

· Sufficiency of applicant's training and background, including knowledge of existing literature

· Degree of scholarly need for access to resources overseas

VISAS: U.S. citizens need a passport to enter Kosovo. No visa is required by Kosovo, but visitors may be required to produce documentation to demonstrate the purpose of their visit. Generally, visitors allowed to enter Kosovo will be permitted to stay for up to 90 days. Persons who wish to prolong their stay beyond 90 days will need to register at the Office for Registration of Foreigners, located in the Main Police Headquarters in Pristina on Luan Haradinaj St.
U.S. citizens in Kosovo are also encouraged to register with the U.S. Embassy Pristina Consular Section for possible emergency notification.

FAMILY: There are no provisions for family members to accompany scholars. No financial support, travel, or letters of support will be provided to accommodate the travel of family members of program participants. 

FINAL PROGRAM EVALUATION: Participants are required to submit a final program evaluation and report at the end of the program, including a synopsis of research accomplishments, plans to disseminate research products and references to the policy relevance of your work, to be published on the American Councils website. 

NOTE: Please detach the application form following this page and submit it together with the additional required materials electronically or in hard copy to American Councils. Please keep the program description, eligibility requirements, and instructions, along with a copy of all your application documents for your records. If you have questions regarding the application process, please contact Marc Zielinski at American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS (phone: 202-833-7522; email: zielinski@americancouncils.org).
This application can be obtained online at www.kaef-online.org.
BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
	Applicant Name:
	     
     
     
First name

Middle Name

Last (Family) Name



	Date of Birth:
	     
     
     
mm

dd

yyyy



	Place of Birth:
	     
     
     
city

state

country



	Citizenship:
	     
NOTE: Only U.S. citizens and permanent residents may receive funding.


	Passport:
	Do you have an internationally recognized passport?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes     FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Full Name:

     
(spell your name exactly as it is in your passport) 

Expiration Date:

     
     
     
mm

dd

yyyy

Country of Issuance:

     
Passport Number:

     
Although it is not required that you have a passport to apply to an American Councils program, please note that if you are selected to participate, you must have a passport which is valid for eighteen months from the beginning of your proposed visit to Kosovo.  Please keep in mind that it can take as long as two months to receive a new passport.


	Home Contact Information:
	Street Address:

     
Building:

     
Apartment:

     
City:

     
State:

     
Postal Code:

     
Home Phone:

     
(area code and phone)

Home Fax:

     
(area code and fax)
Primary Email:

     


	Work Contact Information
	Employer Name:

     
Job Title:

     
Street Address:

     
Building:

     
Suite:

     
City:

     
State:

     
Postal Code:

     
Primary Phone:

     
(area code and phone)

Work Fax:

     
(area code and fax)
Work Email:

     


	
	Do you have a disability?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Describe:

     
This information is optional and for statistical and logistic purposes only; your answer will not affect the outcome of your application.  If yes, please describe your disability (e.g., hearing impaired, mobility impaired, etc.)


PROGRAM INFORMATION
	DATES OF STUDY:
	     
NOTE: programs must be between 1-4 months



	TITLE OF YOUR PROPOSAL:
	     
Please be as descriptive and specific as possible, keeping in mind that American Councils must be able to demonstrate the policy-relevance of your research.



	PROPOSAL SUMMARY:
	     
Please limit this summary to thirty words or less.  Your full proposal should be attached to this application. Please be as specific as possible in the brief space provided.



	UNIVERSITY AFFILIATION AND PLACEMENT:
	     
If you already have current agreements or affiliations with universities and academic institutions in Kosovo, please list them here. If possible, please provide letters of invitation or affiliation.


	LIST OF ARCHIVES:
	On a separate page, please list the names and locations of all archives in which you propose to conduct research.



	QUESTIONNAIRE:
	If your proposed research includes interviews or surveys, please submit on a separate page your sample questionnaire 



	PROPOSED ITINERARY
	     
Indicate beginning and ending dates for your program period in Kosovo. For each city, please list the dates of your proposed itinerary. Please keep in mind that travel to Kosovo is difficult to arrange and more expensive during the summer months and that most institutions may not accept research placements during the month of August.




EDUCATIONAL INFORMATION

	Institution
	Dates of Attendance
	Field of Study
	Degree Type and Date Received

	     
	     
     
start

end


	     
	     

	     
	     
     
start

end


	     
	     

	     
	     
     
start

end


	     
	     

	     
	     
     
start

end


	     
	     

	     
	     
     
start

end


	     
	     


INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE

	List previous travel to Southeast Europe as well as any research conducted in Southeast Europe. If a research fellowship was awarded, include the name of the sponsoring organization.  Include dates.

	     


LANGUAGE ABILITY

	FOREIGN LANGUAGE STUDY:
	Language Name

Place of Study

Course or Nature of Instruction

Dates

     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     


	NATIVE LANGUAGE(S):
	Language Name(s): 



	OTHER LANGUAGE(S):
	Language Name

Speaking

Reading

Writing

     
 FORMDROPDOWN 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

     
 FORMDROPDOWN 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

     
 FORMDROPDOWN 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

     
 FORMDROPDOWN 

 FORMDROPDOWN 

 FORMDROPDOWN 




RELEVANT PROGRAMS

	OTHER U.S. GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED PROGRAMS TO WHICH YOU HAVE APPLIED OR IN WHICH YOU HAVE PARTICIPATED IN THE PAST Give date of application and program name.  If your application was successful, give dates and location of the program in which you participated.

	     


	ARE YOU CURRENTLY APPLYING TO ANY OTHER U.S. GOVERNMENT-SPONSORED EDUCATIONAL EXCHANGE PROGRAM?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 
If yes, please indicate to which program you are applying.

	     


Recruitment Information
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Listserv Announcement
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Colleague 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 AAASS Conference

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 AAASS NewsNet
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ACTR Newsletter
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 AATSEEL Conference

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 CESS Conference
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Program Alum
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 American Councils web page

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Email Message
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other journal
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other (give details below)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 ASN Conference
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 KAEF Graduate Participant
	     


	CERTIFICATION:  I certify that the information given in this application is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge.  If selected, I agree to comply with all of the applicable regulations of the KAEF Research Grant.

Signature of applicant

Date




Application Checklist 

	Submit electronically or provide an original hard copy and one photocopy of all items.  Please ensure the photocopy is collated.

	

	__ Your completed application form

	

	__ Research proposal and bibliography

	

	__ Policy-relevance essay

	

	__ Curriculum vitae or resume (original and four copies).

	

	__ Photocopy or electronic scan of the inside page of your passport, clearly showing photograph, passport number, and expiration date (please send only one copy, no original) and photocopy of your green card, if applicable.

	


